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Forklifts
 
The most common injury with Forklifts results from vehicle turnovers.  If the operator is wearing a seat belt the odds of sustaining serious injury is reduced by more than 90%.

 
No other piece of mobile equipment is more useful or dangerous in the work environment than the forklift.  The employee operating the lift and those working around it must be familiar with the equipment and its operation.  However, the equipment operator has the ultimate responsibility for safety.  The following guidelines will assist you in establishing Forklift safety operations:

Before starting the lift or loader, circle your vehicle and give it a check.  Report all deficiencies immediately to your supervisor. 

 Included in your check should be:
· Physical appearance of the lift for serviceability (loose parts and hydraulic hoses)
· Ensure the oil, fuel, hydraulic, and coolant are at the proper levels
· Check the condition of the battery and power ability
· Back up lights and alarm for serviceability
· Ensure the brakes and hand brake are properly working
Observe rules about operating the forklift:

· If a seat belt is provided, it must be worn.
· Keep arms and legs inside of the driver’s compartment.
· Obey all speed limits (usually under 5 mph).
· Travel with the forks and load as low as possible.
· Take corners slowly and sound the horn, especially at blind spots corners.
· Always look before backing up.  Many injuries occur when the operator failed to look before backing.
· No smoking while refueling and keep a fire extinguisher in the cab.
· Know your clearance and height restrictions.
· Never leave the vehicle running and unattended.  When parked, keep the forks on the ground.
· No riders unless a separate seat is provided.
· No horseplay.  The equipment is for work and not for play. 
 The most important rule concerning a forklift in a dealership is:

ONLY AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEES SHOULD OPERTATE THE FORKLIFT

 
 Rules that apply at this dealership governing forklifts are:

Rules
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For additional information or assistance on forklifts, contact a Brentwood Services Loss Control Consultant.
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