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Re:
‘Squirrel’ Cage Blowers

We refer to them as ‘Squirrel cage blowers’ because their drive mechanism resembles the exercise wheels pet owners place into hamster or rodent cages. You will get no argument from safety professionals that these fans are pretty powerful and put out a great deal of air. Unlike store bought fans that come with housings, these powerful blowers run off an electrically powered motor that is much more powerful than window or floor pedestal fans. Technicians prefer them for this very reason.
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Automobile dealerships are not in the business of designing and building machine guards. If there were an accident resulting from this machine not being properly guarded it would not end with a workers’ compensation claim. There would be accusations of negligence and potential liability claims. Since the fan & motor are not being used in the fashion they were originally intended for by the manufacturer, there would be little subrogation back to the manufacturer.  If you have any of these at your dealership, my suggestion is to throw them away and replace them with appropriately guarded ventilation fans for the employees. If you insist on keeping them, guard them with steel sheet metal. Not expanded metal or chicken wire – the openings from these materials are too big and fingers can get through. 




They are confiscated from AC duct systems that are being replaced or discarded. Employees will sometimes mount them on a board or handcart. Typically, you will find them sitting on the floor or worktable just as you see here.





These fans are just waiting to catch fingers, hands, loose clothing, extension cords and anything that comes near the belt & pulley. It is almost impossible to guard them correctly. You would have to guard the belt & pulley as well as the front of the blower.








Safe Practices is a trademark of Brentwood Services Administration (BSA) and was developed to provide risk management assistance to the clients of BSA. 


