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Falls
Meeting Objectives

To explain the fall hazards identified in the dealership and the precautions taken to prevent falls.

Suggested Materials to Have on Hand

· Markers used to warn employees of spills or floor hazards

· Non-slip safety shoes 

· An acceptable step ladder

Other Suggestions

· Conduct meeting in service area where accumulation of oil, fluids,  is expected 

· Point out how to mark floor with caution cones or spill markers

· Tell them what to do in case of a spill or large accumulation of oil, fluids, etc.

· Discuss mezzanine storage areas and the requirements for rails, toe boards, etc.

· Don’t forget ladders & forklifts. If ladders are used they must be in good condition and the proper type. If personnel are using the forklift to raise employees up for maintenance, painting, etc. they must have the proper personnel cage (complete with lanyards or tie off).
Introduction:  

In one recent year, OSHA recorded 1,048 workers that died on the job, with 32%, or 335 of them resulting from falls. Falls from the same level such as slipping on a wet floor is the number one hazard for auto dealerships. 

What must an employee know: Serious and fatal injuries can result from falls.  Everyone must be alert to the hazards that can cause falls.  If hazards are discovered, they must be reported to the supervisor and immediate action must be taken to eliminate them.  

The following are some hazards that cause a majority of falls:

· Performing elevated maintenance or work without the use of proper fall protection.  

Always wear a personal fall arrest system that is properly fitted.  Match the system to the particular work situation and keep the potential free fall distance to a minimum.
· Vehicle parts, debris, slippery surfaces, and unorganized materials and equipment in the work area can cause serious falls hazards.  Good housekeeping practices can eliminate this these hazards and reduce falls.  
· Stairways and stairwells can also be serious hazards.  Handrails should always be placed on stairs and stairwells but in a lot of cases, failure to use the handrails has resulted in many serious falls. Also, never place or store materials or tools on stairways.
· Floor openings and pits when not in use must always be barricaded or covered.  Use planking, netting, or covers that are securely fastened to prevent accidental falls.
· Ladder misuse contributes to a large number accidents and even deaths.  Follow proper ladder procedures to reduce your chances:
·    Ladder rails and rungs must always be of the proper design, material and size.
· Ladders should never be used if the rails are cracked or the rungs are broken. 
·    Ladders that lead to landings or walkways should extend at least 36 inches above the landing and must be securely fastened
· Improper placement of the ladder can result in a sudden shift.  The base of the ladder should be set at a distance of one-fourth the height of the ladder away from the wall or structure. 
· Always use two hands when climbing a ladder.  Carrying objects in one hand can cause a sudden fall. Place both hands on the side rails, or rungs.  
· Ascending or descending a ladder backwards is a sure way to head for trouble.  
· Always face the ladder when climbing, descending or working on it.
· Many serious falls can occur while hurrying -- WALK, don't run.
 
 
 Rules that apply at this dealership governing use of ladders, spill cleanups, etc. are:

Rules:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

 
For additional information or assistance on falls, contact a Brentwood Services Loss Control Consultant.

 
Date of meeting: _____________
Conducted by: ________________ 
MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE SIGNATURE

 (Have attendees sign below, and keep this record on file)
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