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EXTENSION CORDS
What must an employee know:  Before using any extension cord to power electrical equipment, ask three important questions:
1. Will I use the cord indoors or outdoors? 
2. What is the total wattage rating of the equipment I'll use with the cord? 
3. How far is the nearest outlet from where I'll be working? 
Follow some basic safety rules when using extension cords with any electrical equipment:  It is important to use the correct rated extension cord to prevent potential fire hazards as well as shock hazards.
· Extension cords are designed for temporary use.  Do not substitute them for permanent wiring.
· Do not run extension cords through walls, doorways, ceilings or floors.
· Do not hang them off of nail or screw heads or zip tie them to conduit or water pipes.
· Store all cords indoors when not in use.  Outdoor conditions can deteriorate a cord over time.  

· Exercise care using extension cords in or around water; you risk electrical shock.
· Use a ground fault interrupter when using extension cords outdoors and operating electric tools.
· Do not use extension cords that are cut or damaged.  Touching even a single exposed strand of wire can give you an electric shock or burn.  
· As a safety feature, extension cords and most appliances have polarized plugs (one blade wider than the other).  These special plugs are designed to prevent electric shock by properly aligning circuit conductors.  If a plug does not fit, have a qualified electrician install a new outlet.  
· Never file or cut the plug blades or grounding pin of an extension cord to plug it into an old outlet. 
· Never run an electrical cord under carpet.  If a cord is covered, heat cannot escape, and can cause a fire.
· Discard an extension cord that feels hot or is damaged in any way.
· Be aware that extension cords carelessly lying around cause can cause tripping and fall hazards.  
 
 Rules that apply at this dealership governing extension cords are:
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For additional information or assistance on extension cords, contact a Brentwood Services Loss Control Consultant.
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